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"OLD SUATE HOUSE" S gul Spaie
{Sangamon County Court House) ; [T
Springfleld, Sangamon County, Illinois P

Oimer, Sangamon County.

Date Of Erection., 1837-1855.

Architect., John F., Rague.

Builder, Day labor with the following contract-
ors: ¥William Harrower--Stone; James. G. Sutton--Tlmber
Work; #illiam Helmle--Carver; Dallman and Graham--Stair-

ease; Roll, Smith, and lLeggott--Plastering.

‘resent Condition. In general, the building is

well preserved, although the original stone is fast de-

teriorating. in 1899, the buiiding-ﬁas raised and &
ground flocor inserted, the upper fioors remaining essen-
tially the same, except the Hall of Representatives,
which was changed to accomnodate the'circuit_cpuft room.

Tiumber OFf Stories., Three.

Laterials Of Construction. The foundations, in most

cases, ave of brick masonry with brick, stone,and concrete 5

- footings. Some plers are of stone. Lt is thought that

the original footings were of stone. Thé exterior walls
are faced with stone and backed up with brick. The ﬁain
bearing partition walls are of brick. ithen the building
Was raised_and'femodeled, the entiré_ihside,ﬁith the ei—'
¢ception of bribk walls, was torn dut”and néw floors, rbof

and partitions put in. 'The new floor. and roof construc-




tion are of steel beams with a concrete floor and voof

slab., steel beams ave carried on cast-iron columns in
some caces {(where they'COme in partitions) fireprcofed
with hollow tlle. The new p artitions unre of hollow tile.
Ihe new dome 1ls of steel corstructlon with steel columns

and retal sides and roof.

Other Exlsting Hecords., Drawings of ground flo

addition in office of Bullard and Bullard, Springfield.
Fhotogravhs at Herbert George Studio, Springfleld. State

and county histories in Lilinols Stete Historical Library.

Additional Data, "By an Act supplemental to the Ack
permanently'looating the seat of government of 1jilincls

at Springfileld, appioved Harch 3, 1837, the county com-

.

E A ‘m1831orers were empowered to convey to the governor of the
state the property known as the'"Public Square" ir the
city of Springfileld, containing two and one-half aores;
Due to a supposed defect in this deed, 1t waz apgain deeded
te the state on February 10, 1847." An Act legalizing
hoth deeds was passed February 17, 1847,

Une of the conditions of locating the capitol in
Springfleld was that the city should pay $50,000.00 to-
ward the erecticn of the bullding, which the city did,

The commissliorniers appointed Archibald Job, of lorgan
Cocunty, and A, G. Henry and Thomas Hhughar, of Sangamon

Ceunty, as oommiﬂ“loneru to supervise the constructlion of

" the State House.
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Architects were called to subnlt plans for the
building, znd the pléns drawn by dJohn F. Rapgue of Spriﬁg—
field were accepted, for which he recelved $300.00.

ﬁork was startsd.on the building in 1837 on a day.
labor basis and wss completeﬁ in 1853, “ﬁilliam Harrower
was -the stone Contraétor; James C, Sutton had the épntrépt*; ' 
for the timber work and William Helimle, father of thellate
George U, Helmle, F,A.L.A., for many years a leacing ar-
chitect of the state, carved the capltals for the coluimns
in the Haquse of lHepresentatives. Yhe stalrcase in the
rotunda was constructed by Dallman'aﬁd;Grahamg and John.

» _ S :

¥. Holl, assoclated with Ismac Smith and George Leggott,
were the plastering contractors.” ' |

The stbne for ihe buildihg was guarried at Lefdy:
L. Hill's place on dHugar Cresek, ahout six miles south of
springfield. H111 signed a contract to let the state.
use as much stone as they santed at @1;00 a load at the
quaryy, from which it was hauled to the'building‘site by
teams of oxen. This'project, by thé time 1t was com-
pleted, exhausted the stone at the quarry.

During the period of construcﬁion, the c¢ity found
it impossible to raise the final third of the 5$50,000.C0
guarantee, so one hundred citizens'signed,a-ﬁote for this -
amount. Among the names on this ﬁotQUWere those of Ab-
raham Lincoln and £, D. Faker, v
The corner stone waéllaid July&éﬁ.lSS?, just five

months after Springfield wag selected as the capital.
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E, D. Falter wae the naln speaker of the dedlgatlion of

the bulliding, whlch was & great event.

The estimated cost of the building was $120,000.00,
but when it was complebed, $240,000.00 was expended on it.

Ihe archlitecture is of the Greek Doric order. The
building ie 1253 feet long and 90 feet wide, with por-
ticos orn the north and south sides projecting 11+ feet,
it Is 154 feet fto the top of the flag staff,

he original building hadé two storles and a base-
ment., ‘The basement wvas used for storage room, 1The novth-
west corner of the first floor was the oifflce ol the
Secretaxy of Btate, next Ho this south was tie State
Libraéy, and tie southwest corner was the office of‘the
State Auditor. ‘The TYreasurer's office was in the.aouth—
east corner, next norﬁh was the Supreme Court Hoom, ard
the clerk of that court had his desk therein. ‘ihe north-
east room contalned the law Llibrary,

ihe weét slde of the second floor was entirely taken
up with the Hall of Hepresentatives, a very fine room
with o gallery on the east side, which has since bheen re-
moved, “Yhis 1s rnow the elreuitr court room. Yhe north
part of the ceast side of the second floor was the Senate
chamber, southeast part was the governor!s priv%te of ~
fice, and the north énd south sides weré small rooms for

various purposes. .

4

Phe maln entrances were or the rorth and south sides

‘and opened into what. was called the "roturda®, from which

L
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in the center rose two flights of stairs, wseseting half

vay up and again dividing, and so vreaching the second

floor,

In the dall of nepresentatives, Abraham Lincoln
ard Stephen A. bouglas debated guestions of stete, ahd
the former delivered, on the occasion of his nomination
to the United stateas Senate In June, 1858, his memor-
able speech in which he said, "A house divided against
itself cannct stand., I believe this govefnmeﬁt cannot
endure permanently half slave, balf frec.' |

In the Governorts room, ir. Lincoln received hig
visitors after his nomination, and before his departu3§
to Yashington in 1861; and in its anteroom, U. 8. Grant
walted amany san hour for his appointment in the volun-
teer army. In 1865, ir. Lincoln's remains lay in stete
in this sanme Ha;l of iHepresentatives where he so often
addressed his fellow cltizens on matters of public“éone
cern. Jokm A. Lggan spoke here ﬁhen a young wman, irst
comlng Into state-wlde notice.. | | |

On October 23, 1869, the_caﬁitol 5uilding ahd square

were deeded to the county in consideration of 200G, 000.00

ard the site of the present. State Hbusé.-

In January, 1876, when the state moved 1lts offices
to the present State Capitol and v&céféd_the square, the
county wmoved into the presernt bgildinélt

This building was not:firq§¥0§£ %nd the county ngedéd~fw

more space, sO On Jun®'11Q 189?;fDr;:§£ L. Converse in-  f 
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troduced a resolubtlion to the Board of Superiisors—-get-
ting forth the need of additional room and the danger
of fire, and proviuing'for_the appointment of a com-
mittee to investigate this matter, which was referred
to & conmlttee. This commilttee held a speclal meeting
Qctober 4, 1888 and reported that they had fully exauw-
inéd the builiding, found it inadequate, dangerous and
_uhsafe; that they believed it lrnexpedient and undesir-
eble to sell off any of the ground, but advised steps
bhe taken a2t once to remodel, enlarge, ana Lireprccf the
éld puilcding,

On the accsptance of this rsport, the Bosrd declded
. - to submit the question of levying & tax of $100,C00,00
t o remodel the Court Hause, wolch was voted.

A commlttee on "ilemodeling the Court House" was
selected, consisting of: E. L. Stockdale, J. H. laxey,
-J.. He Orowder, Thomas (. Hatner, and H. H. Biggs.

AT the next mecting, a plan by S. J. Hares, archi-
tect, was adopted, but a proposition for reisirg the
building was defeated, iHanes and S, A, Bullard were
jointly employed to superintend the job. 7The contract
was let darch 29, 1899, to Warren-riovderts and Company,
of Chicago, for 4¢,850.00,

After the contract had been 1ef and the old bulld-

]_I-

ng dismantled, the commlttee f@?nd they £till would

’..' not have the necessary room, s@ they let an additional

contract to wWarren Hoberts and Company to railse the



bullding 11 feet for the additional sum of $27,500.,00,
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The vuilding was raised on jacks in twelve days and was

cons idered tine senglneering feat of all time.

dome

dome

ing,.

‘ner, 1t was decided to replace the old roof and
for an additional sum of $12,000.0C, making a metal
and tile »oof.

ine total cost of" remodelling and raising the builld-

togethser with money spent for temporary quarters,

was $175,000.00.

ihe new corner stone was lald October 21, 1899.
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